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Text Title:  “A Cultural Context for Othello”


Ideas, Values: Purpose, Principle, History, Knowledge, Education





PRE-SEMINAR


Content (background information):


Cinthio Giambattista Giraldi( 100 stories, Hecatammithi


Moor – North/West African, non-white Muslim


Moors were given ‘full diplomatic recognition’ for helping in war against Spain, and then cast out( fear of overpopulation/assimilation


Venetian generals = foreigners 





Process (guidelines and goals):


Review class guidelines


Journal Entry:  “Seminar #11”


Choose quantifiable class goal & record in journal


Choose 2 individual goals & record in journal





SEMINAR


Opening (Identify main ideas from the text.):


What is the most important line/phrase/portion of the poem? (no explanations!)





Core (Focus/analyze textual details.):


Do we think Shakespeare was influenced by Cinthio?


What other influences may have affected the plot/characters?


What is the major difference in Desdemona?


Which version is better?


Is she a heroine in Shakespeare’s version?


Do the same stereotypes of Moors still exist today?


How are they the same/different?


Whiteness = purity? Blackness = sin?


What may have caused Queen Elizabeth to give diplomatic recognition to the Moors, and then cast them out?


Was that fair? Why/why not?


Why were Moors associated with magic/witchcraft?


How do Iago, Roderigo, and Brabantio address stereotypes?


What do you think about the line, “Shakespeare challenges audiences to spot the true color of villainy”?


Why did it make a difference to make Othello a Christian, fighting against the Turks?





Closing (Personalize and apply the textual ideas.):


How does Shakespeare want us to judge others?


Is Shakespeare a racist?


What do you think about the last line?





POST-SEMINAR QUESTIONS #11


How well did you achieve your goals?  How well did your class achieve its goals?


How does this seminar text change or inform your perspectives about the play?


Do you think Shakespeare is a racist? Why/why not?


What stereotypes from Elizabethan society still exist today?





























SEMINAR #11


“A Cultural Context for Othello”
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