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Dear 11th Grade Students:

Welcome to your junior year of high school! We are very excited to help guide and educate you through this critical pre-college year. Over the course of our time together, you will continue to develop and hone the skills you will need for your successful entry into college and to become a thoughtful and productive member of society. We are here to teach you how to read critically, think critically, write clearly, communicate effectively, and solve problems through the disciplines of American Literature, U. S. History, Latin, Mathematics and Physics. 

In your hands is a “No Excuses” Survival Guide for your junior year at Classical. In it, you will find vital information for your success this year, such as course overviews, essay requirements, behavior expectations and college information. Please note that nothing in this document constitutes or shall be construed as a loophole. Please keep this Survival Guide in your notebooks at all times for quick and easy reference. 

We look forward to a fun and productive year with you! 

Sincerely,

The 11th Grade Team 

Ms. Goetz

Mr. Holloway
Ms. Howard-Bender
Mr. Lacy

Mrs. Reznick
Ms. Sebastian
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There once was a pretty good student,

Who sat in a pretty good class,

And was taught by a pretty good teacher,

Who always let pretty good pass.

He wasn't terrific at reading,

He wasn't a whiz-bang at math.

But for him, education was leading

Straight down a pretty good path.

He didn't find school too exciting,

But he wanted to do pretty well.

He did have some trouble with writing,

And nobody’d taught him to spell.

When doing arithmetic problems,

Pretty good was regarded as fine.

Five plus five needn't always add up to be ten,

A pretty good answer was nine.

The pretty good school that he went to

Was in a pretty good town.

And nobody there seemed to notice

He could not tell a verb from a noun.

The pretty good student in fact was

Part of a pretty good mob.

And the first time he knew what he lacked was

When he looked for a pretty good job.

It was then when he sought a position,

He discovered life could be tough.

And he soon had a sneaky suspicion

Pretty good might not be good enough.

The pretty good town in our story

Was part of a pretty good state.

Which had pretty good aspirations,

And prayed for a pretty good fate.

There once was a pretty good nation,

Pretty proud of the greatness it had,

Which learned much too late,

If you want to be great,

Pretty good is, in fact, pretty bad.

“Pretty Good” The Osgood File (©1986, CBS) 

Course Descriptions and Grading Policies

All grading policies are subject to change by the individual teacher depending on the needs of the class.

American Literature

Course Overview:
Essential Questions for American Literature:

· What is a hero?

· What is the American Dream?

· How do the experiences of women differ from those of men? 

Major Units/Pieces of Literature

· The Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong Kingston [US History Connection: Immigration]

· The Trojan Women by Euripides [US  History Connection: Imperialism & WWI]

· The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald [US History Connection:  Modernism/1920’s]

· The Harlem Renaissance [US History Connection:  The Great Depression/The New Deal]

· Macbeth by William Shakespeare [US History Connection:  WWII]

· The Crucible by Arthur Miller [US History Connection:  The Cold War]

· Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain [US History Connection:  Social Protest of the 1950’s and 1960’s]

· Auxiliary Workbook:  Vocabulary from Latin & Greek Roots V [Latin Connection:  Word Power and Vocabulary Development]
11th Grade American Literature Percentages:
	Reading
	35%

	Writing Clearly
	35%

	Vocabulary
	10%

	Thinking Clearly & Seminar
	10%

	Civic/Social
	10%


What you need to bring with you to English every meeting:

· 1 100-page composition book

· Writing Utensil(s)

· The text that we are currently reading

· Your brain and a stomach full of nutritious fortification

· Completed homework assignment 

What goes in your Journal:

· Bellwork (“Do Now”)

· Most Homework

· Classwork

· Class notes

· Writing drafts (possibly)


· Word Bank (from back to front)
Latin

Course Overviews:

The focus of each course is to improve your fluency in Latin. Fluency will be assessed based on accurate analysis of grammar and structure, accurate synthesis of translation and accurate reading comprehension.

Latin II: Cambridge Latin Course: Unit 3, Stages 21 - 29 Students learn to read increasingly more complex Latin prose through expanded vocabulary and grammar study. Students continue with their study of the cultural, military, and social history of Roman Britain and the city of Rome itself. 

Latin III: Cambridge Latin Course: Unit 3, Stages 30 – 34; Unit 4, Stages 35 – 40 Students complete the study of Latin grammar and reading fluency. A significant part of the course is devoted to the study of the cultural and social history of the early Roman Empire.

Advanced Latin - Republic:  In this course, students systematically review grammar covered in Latin I-III while reading selections from Latin prose and poetry of the Late Republic. For the first semester, the focus is on the art of Latin oratory, including the formal aspects of forensic orations and the application of rhetorical devices through the study of Cicero’s Pro Archia Poeta Oratio.  For the second semester students will continue to interpret figurative language and learn to analyze the metrical structures of Latin lyric poetry through the works of Catullus.

Grading Policy:

Your grade will be calculated as follows:

Comprehension (interpretation of text, cultural awareness) – 30% 
Skills (translation, reading comprehension in Latin, grammar analysis) – 30% 
Vocabulary – 30%
Homework/Citizenship/Participation – 10% 
Comprehension, Skills, and Vocabulary will be assessed through class assignments, quizzes and tests. Homework must be completed to practice the skills required for this course.
Algebra II/Geometry/Pre-Calculus
For all Math classes, students will need to have their own Graphing Calculator TI 84 or TI-Nspire recommended.

Course Overviews:

Algebra II: In this course students will study various functions and their characteristics.  The course will cover these functions in order: linear, quadratic, polynomial, radical, exponential, logarithmic and rational.  The course will then return to linear functions with linear programming and matrices.  Students will study these functions, compare them and apply them to real world situations.

Geometry:  In this course, students will first study planar geometry, which is geometry based on points, lines and planes.  The course will then move into the study of area, perimeter, surface area, and volume.  Throughout the course, students will be applying these topics to a variety of real world situations.  Many problems in this course also require proficiency with certain algebra skills, such as solving linear equations.
Pre-Calculus: In this course, students will start the year with several families of functions that were introduced in Algebra II (including polynomial, rational, exponential and logarithmic functions), but each will now be examined in more detail.  The course will then turn to the study of trigonometry, starting with the basic functions – sine, cosine, and tangent.  This will prepare students to finish the year with an introduction to calculus.
Materials: 

· 1 ½” 3 ring binder

· White lined college ruled paper and graph paper
· Pencils – math should never be done in pen!

· Graphing calculator – TI 84 or TI-Nspire recommended
Grading System/Rationale: 

· Quarterly grades will be based on the following factors:

· Math Skills/Knowledge

70%

· Problem-Solving

20%

· Citizenship


10%

· In addition, there will be midterm and final exams which factor heavily in the 2nd and 4th marking period grades, respectively.
Expectations: 

Every student is expected to come to class on time and prepared to work.  Once in class, students are expected to actively participate every day.  This includes a daily warm-up problem and frequent group work.  Each student is also required to present his/her work at the board when asked.

Graphing calculators must be brought to class every day!  We will use them in class frequently.  Textbooks will be assigned but may be kept at home if you choose.

Homework assignments are due the class after they are assigned and count in the Citizenship category.  No late homework will be accepted and students must show all work to get credit for completing the assignment.

Students are also expected to take the initiative to come for extra help when necessary.  Students may re-take any regular test or quiz (not midterm and final exams), but this must be done before or after school – class time will not be used for make-ups.
Physics

Course Overview:


Physics is the study of matter and energy.  Students will be studying such diverse topics as: kinematics and mechanics, forces, gravity and planetary motion, energy and momentum, conservation laws, thermodynamics and the mechanical equivalent of heat, electricity and its relation to magnetism, power, waves and their relationship to sound and light.  This course will integrate these and other topics into real world scenarios and problems. 


This is a laboratory-based course, and as such, the majority of a student’s grade will be derived from lab reports written as result of discoveries made through experimentation.  Students will learn the critical thinking requirements of data analysis and be able to draw appropriate conclusions from that analysis.  Students will learn and be utilizing various forms of technology and the TI graphing calculator for data collection and analysis.


This course reinforces the concept of mutual student cooperation and teamwork through the use of small, diverse laboratory learning groups.  Physics is also college preparatory; students are expected to perform with the professionalism required at institutions of higher learning.  

Materials:

Notebook (1 inch - loose-leaf style), Pens and Pencils, TI graphing calculator (available in class)

Textbook: Physics, 5th edition by Douglas C. Giancoli (to be kept at home for reference)

Grading System/Rationale:


Grades are based on a weighted system, which depends on the number of assignments completed per quarter. 


Homework – 
Major Grade (problems and unfinished bell work)


Lab Reports –
Major Grade (either group or individual write-up)


Exams - 
Major Grade


Quizzes - 
Minor Grade (1/2 weight of Major Grade)


Science Fair - 
2x Major Grade 


Projects - 
(Grade weight TBD)

Extra Credit opportunities are available for each quarter.

Lab Reports
75%

Exams 

15%

Homework 
10%
Adding your subtopic grades and dividing by the number of assignments given during the marking period will determine your final subtopic grade.
There will be more categories aligned with competency and skill grades which will mean certain assignments will earn grades in multiple categories.  These divisions are meant to be more aligned to the core values of our school as well as the academic standards set forth in our curriculum.  The breakdown is:

Course Content – 30%

Science Standard Skills – 20%

Problem Solving – 20%

Writing – 5%

Communicating – 5%

Thinking – 5%

Reading – 5%

Life/Citizenship Skills – 10% (these shall include signed Progress Reports, Homework, Tempus Legendo, and participation)
Expectations:

· Come to class prepared to take notes and/or perform the day’s task.

· Everyone gets mutually treated with the utmost respect.

· Please use appropriate language as well as an appropriate demeanor.

· Punctuality and consistency of attendance is essential for success.

· Hand in your assignments on time; in many cases your team is counting on you.  

· Participate!  Physics is not a spectator sport!  We learn from each other.  Everyone’s opinions are important.

· We are all ambassadors of our school.  Our behavior, in and out of the classroom, should reflect our high standards.

Course Objectives:

· Enrichment and appreciation of one’s knowledge of physics and its applications to everyday life.

· Mastery of the critical thinking skills required by higher education.

· Integration of technology into course work.

· Advanced use of graphing calculator capabilities.

· Application of theory into real world scenarios.
Use of teamwork to accomplish a set of goals.

· U. S. History
Course Overview: The 11th grade course will begin with the Industrial Revolution and Immigration at the turn of the 20th century and cover materials through the Cold War and major social protest movements. The course will focus on the causes and effects of a changing U.S. role in global affairs, as well as changes in the U.S. approach to foreign policy over time. Formal discussions based upon a text, using the Paideia Seminar Method, are a part of each unit of study. Students will read and analyze primary and secondary texts and documents. Students will practice several forms of writing, including a major research paper, along with several Document Based Questions (DBQs) where they will respond to literature and primary documents, take a position on an argument, and reflect on an event or time period. 

Grading Policy: Grades will be weighted as follows:
Content Knowledge – 25%

Writing – 25%

Critical Reading – 20%

Critical Thinking – 20%

Citizenship/Life Skills – 10%
Units of Study: Each unit will consist of approximately a month of work, discussion, analysis, research, and focus

Unit 1: Immigration, Urbanization, and the Gilded Age
Unit 2: Rise of Imperialism

Unit 3: World War I

Unit 4: The Roaring Twenties
Unit 5: The Great Depression – Novel: Grapes of Wrath
Unit 6: World War II

Unit 7: Cold War Foreign Policy 1945-1991 – Novel: The Things They Carried
Unit 8: Social and Political Movements 1950-present
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Plagiarism:

It is the death of your writing!

Plagiarism comes from the Latin word plagiarius, which means “kidnapper.” Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses.  Any work containing evidence of plagiarism or cheating will not be given an academic grade.  The student will be required to re-submit the work.
The Classical Magnet School policy for students who plagiarize is as follows: 

a. If the student does not re-submit the work within five school days, or if the re-submission also contains evidence of plagiarism or cheating, the assignment will be marked NHI (Not Handed In, which carries a score of zero).

b. Any student found to have plagiarized or cheated will be subject to disciplinary action, but this will not count against the student’s academic grade.

c. Plagiarism and cheating will be reflected in life skill grades. 

Parents will be contacted if there is an occurrence of plagiarism or cheating.
All of the following are considered plagiarism:

· turning in someone else’s work as your own

· copying words or ideas from someone else without giving credit

· failing to put a quotation in quotation marks

· giving incorrect information about the source of a quotation

· changing words but copying the sentence structure of a source without giving credit

· copying so many words or ideas from a source that it makes up the majority of your work, whether you give credit or not

ATTENTION!!!!  Changing the words of an original source is not sufficient to prevent plagiarism.  If you have retained the essential idea of an original source, and have not cited it, then no matter how drastically you may have altered its context or presentation, you have still plagiarized. However, most cases of plagiarism can be avoided by citing sources.  Simply acknowledging that certain material has been borrowed, and providing your audience with the information necessary to find that source, is usually enough to prevent plagiarism.   

(Document provided by Turnitin.com and Research Resources. Turnitin allows free distribution and non-profit use of this document in educational settings.) 

How to Conduct Meaningful Research
“Google is not a synonym for research.” – Dan Brown, The Lost Symbol
The following is a list of credible sources that you should use when conducting research for papers and projects. These sources are available on any computer in the school – ask the librarian or your teacher if you need help accessing them.

Britannica Online School Edition: Student oriented encyclopedia (secondary source) 

· Username: classical85

· Password: library

EBSCO Host: Guide to 50,000 nonfiction articles and book talks at http://search.ebscohost.com

· Username: classical

· Password: magnet

Grolier: Includes seven different encyclopedia databases (secondary source)

· Username: ghcmagnet

· Password: Grolier

Iconn: Thousands of articles, newspapers, science resources and photos (primary and secondary sources)

· Immediate access from school computers

Library of Congress: photographs, songs, letters, notes, and documents of all types (primary source)

· No username or password required; accessible from any computer

NewsBank: US historical newspapers, science source collection, statistics (primary and secondary sources)

· Username: classical

· Password: library

ProQuest: Elibrary and History Study Center - books, radio transcripts, photos, etc (primary and secondary sources)

· Username: classical

· Password: library

TIPS: Wikipedia, Ask.com, About.com, any blog site, etc. – are not scholarly sites and are not to be cited as sources. Also, Google is a search engine, not a website. Do NOT cite Google as a source. Try to avoid .coms – they may not be scholarly or reliable. Besides using the resources listed above, stick to sites that end in .edu,  .gov,  or  .org and use common sense – do they look reliable? Are they associated with a real organization? Does an author take credit for the site? Is the site copyrighted and regularly updated by a webmaster?

ESSAY/LAB REPORT REQUIREMENTS

All essays and lab reports MUST be typed and formatted to the following specifications:

· 12 point legible font, such as Times New Roman, Arial, or Calibri
· 1” margins double-spaced (unless otherwise indicated by teacher)

· Cited using correct MLA-format for all sources

Writing/Style Tips:
· Do not use the first person (“I” or “we”) or second person (“you”) in academic writing 

· Do not use the words “very” or “really”

· Avoid contractions, except when quoting directly from a source

· Do not use phrases such as “I learned a lot from this …” or “I really enjoyed doing this …”

· Keep a consistent verb tense throughout

· Analyze facts, synthesize a conclusion

MLA Citation Reference Guide:

Be Sure to Follow the Appropriate Format EXACTLY!

(visit http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/05/ for more information and examples)

Basic Rules

· Begin your Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of your research paper. It should have the same one-inch margins and last name, page number header as the rest of your paper. 

· Label the page Works Cited (do not italicize the words Works Cited or put them in quotation marks) and center the words Works Cited at the top of the page. 

· Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between entries. 

· Indent the second and subsequent lines of citations five spaces so that you create a hanging indent. 

· List page numbers of sources efficiently, when needed. If you refer to a journal article that appeared on pages 225 through 250, list the page numbers on your Works Cited page as 225-50.

To cite from a book:

Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publishing Company, Year of Publication. Medium of Publication.
Example: Harris, Robert. Imperium. New York: Pocket Books, 2006. Print.
To cite from a full website:

Name of Site. Date of Posting/Revision. Name of institution/organization affiliated with the site (sometimes found in copyright statements). Medium of Publication. Date you accessed the site.
Example: The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. 26 Aug. 2005. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue University. Web. 23 Apr. 2006. 

To cite a page from a website:

Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. “Title of Webpage.” Title of Website. Day Month Year (Last updated). Group affiliated with site. Medium of Publication. Day Month Year (accessed by you). 
Example: Stolley, Karl. "MLA Formatting and Style Guide." The OWL at Purdue. 10 May 2006. Purdue University Writing Lab. Web. 12 May 2006.
To cite an article from a periodical (magazine):

Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Periodical Day Month Year: page numbers. Medium of Publication.
Example: Poniewozik, James. "TV Makes a Too-Close Call." Time 20 Nov. 2000: 70-71. Print.
Late Work Policy

For all major writing assignments and projects, your core area teachers will deduct points from the civic/social grade category for each class period that the assignment is late. If you are absent on the day a major assignment is due, your absence must be excused through the high school office to avoid penalties.

If you have a planned absence, such as a field trip or sporting event, you must find out what the missed assignments are before your absence. You must be prepared for the following class with the required assignments completed. If you are not prepared, you will receive a deduction in points from the civic/social grade category as described above. 

You must take any quiz or assessment on the assigned date or immediately upon your return from any absence (excused, unexcused, or planned), if the absence is on the day of the assessment. 

Late homework is covered by each teacher’s classroom policy.

Certain performance-based projects are not covered by this policy:

· Science Fair projects 

· Time Capsule design

· 11th Grade Coached Project

Field Trips

Field trips are an integral part of your learning experience, and participation is required. If you choose not to participate in a field trip, you will be required to complete an alternate assignment.

Field trip permission slips must be returned to the appropriate teacher by 2:30 on the due date. Permission slips must bear the original signature of your parent or guardian to be considered valid.
No late permission slips will be accepted.
Uniform Behavior Expectations

Core Value Behavioral Expectations:

· Dignitas: 

· Be considerate of the volume and tone of your voice. 

· Practice active listening by paying attention to and looking at the speaker. Only one person should speak at a time.

· Refer to others by their appropriate name.

· Gravitas:

· Complete all of your assignments in a timely fashion.

· Take pride in your original work. 

· Come prepared to class every day. Bring your notebooks, textbooks, agendas, and a writing utensil or five.

· Be prepared to work from bell to bell.

· Be proactive about making up missed work.

· Pietas:

· Actively participate in all group and individual work.

· Actively contribute to your grade’s activities such as dances and fundraisers.

· Actively participate in your enrichment program.

· Support each other in academics and extra-curricular help. As the Sister Sledge said, “We are family!”

Uniforms:

· You are expected to wear your Classical uniform according to school policy every day. You MAY NOT carry jackets, sweaters or any outer wear with you into class. You MAY NOT wear sandals or shower shoes that do not have a heel strap or back to hold the shoe onto your foot. You MAY NOT wear warm-up pants, sweatpants, jeggings, leggings, or pajama pants.

Entry to Class:

· Do not attempt to enter any core area class without a legitimate pass from either a teacher or from the office after the bell has rung. 

· You MAY NOT enter the room out of uniform (see above). 

Issuing of Passes:

· No passes will be issued in the first ten minutes or the last ten minutes of any core area class.

Hallway Passes:

· Each student will be issued a quarterly hallway pass from each 11th-grade core teacher. These passes will allow you to leave the classroom up to 3 times in each core class per quarter. 
· Every unused hallway pass slot that is returned to the appropriate 11th-grade core teacher will be turned into extra points to be decided by the individual teacher. Each quarter’s passes will expire at the end of the quarter.
· Hallway pass points may be revoked at the teacher’s discretion for infractions such as excessive absences, cutting class, etc.
Contraband:

· If you are caught with any electronic device (cell phone, MP3 player, hand-held video game device, etc.), your teacher will turn in the device to the high school office, as per school policy.
· First Offense: It can be retrieved at the end of the day.
· Second Offense: It can be retrieved at the end of the week, unless your parent or guardian comes to retrieve it.
· Third Offense: Device not returned until end of school year.
Tempus Legendo:

· tempus legendo is an integral part of your learning experience. Vocabulary, reading fluency, and knowledge are all developed through reading. If you need suggestions on a good book to read, talk to your teachers or the school librarian about your interests. We’ll be able to help you find a book you like! You must actively participate in tempus legendo every day by:
· Bringing reading material of your choosing to class. 
· Reading quietly for the full 25 minutes
Nota Bene! Reading textbooks or doing homework during tempus legendo is unacceptable.
Graduation Requirements

Graduation Requirements
Credits
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English
4

Mathematics (including Algebra)
3

Science (including Biology and Chemistry)
3

Social Studies (including U.S. History and Civics)
3

Latin
2
Physical Education
1.5

Health
0.5

V/P Arts
2

Thematic
4

Capstone
1

Total
24
Service Learning requirement: All students are required to participate in a minimum of 60 hours of service learning in order to graduate, calculated at a rate of 15 hours per academic year. Students can fulfill the service learning requirement in increments over the students’ total high school career. Students may be awarded service learning for projects/activities which take place during the summer. A student who enters the school system after the beginning of grade 9 will be required to complete the equivalent of 15 service learning hours per year.

CAPT assessment participation in all four areas. 

Meeting the District Performance Standard in Reading and Responding to Information beginning with the graduating class of 2006. The standard can be completed by meeting at least one of the following criteria:

· Scoring at level 3 or above on CAPT Reading Across the Disciplines (grades 10 or 11)

· Scoring at level 3 or above on CAPT Writing Across the Disciplines  (grades 10 or 11)

· Scoring a raw score of 12 or above on Reading for Information subtest of CAPT 

· Scoring 50 on PSAT or 500 on SAT Critical Reading

· Scoring equivalent to national average on SAT II Literature

· Scoring a raw score of 12 or above on the district reading performance assessment

Meeting the District Performance Standard in Writing beginning with the graduating class of 2007. The standard can be completed by meeting at least one of the following criteria:

· Scoring at level 3 or above on CAPT Writing Across the Disciplines (grades 10 or 11)

· Scoring a raw score of 7 or above on the Response to Literature subtest of CAPT (grades 10 or 11)

· Scoring a raw score of 7 or above on either of the two interdisciplinary writing subtests of CAPT (grades 10 or 11)

· Scoring a raw score of 13 or above on the Editing and Revising subtest of CAPT (grades 10 or 11)

· Scoring a raw score of 16 or above on the combination of Editing and Revising and one interdisciplinary writing subtest of CAPT (grades 10 or 11)

· Scoring a raw score of 12 or above on the district writing performance assessment (grades 10 or 11)

Meeting the District Performance Standard in Mathematics beginning with the graduating class of 2008. The standard can be completed by meeting at least one of the following criteria:

· Scoring at level 3 or above on CAPT Mathematics (grades 10 or 11)

· Scoring 50 on PSAT or 500 on SAT Math

· Meeting the established standard on a district performance assessment in mathematics

Meeting the District Performance Standard in Science beginning with the graduating class of 2009. The standard can be completed by meeting the following criteria:

· Scoring at level 3 or above on CAPT Science (grades 10 or 11)

Promotion Requirements

Minimum credits for promotion:


To enter Grade 10: 5.5 credits
To enter Grade 11: 11 credits

To enter Grade 12: 16.5 credits
To Graduate: 24 credits

Please note that while Hartford Public Schools requires 3 credits of math, science, and social studies for graduation, Classical Magnet School students are required to take 4 years of Classical English, Classical History, Classical Science, Classical Math and Latin.

Junior Year 

College Planning To-Do List

Fall/Winter
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Full speed ahead




Work hard to maintain/improve GPA


Take PSAT in October


Get involved/stay involved in extracurricular activities


Use Family Connection (http://connection.naviance.com/classicalmagnet) to research colleges

Winter/Spring


Maintain/improve GPA


Review PSAT Score Report

Register for the May SAT Reasoning Test 

Register for the June SAT Subject Tests and/or the ACT 


Study for the SAT (Reasoning and Subject Tests) and/or the ACT


Continue to use Family Connection 


Visit college web sites and join mailing list/request more information

Plan to visit colleges on weekends and during school breaks


Create your resume

Read College Planning Guide on www.classicalmagnet.org 

Spring/Summer


Maintain/improve GPA



Ask 2 teachers for recommendations


Study for the SAT and/or the ACT


Update your resume


Research school endowment (www.usnews.com or www.nacubo.org) and 4 year graduation rate (www.collegeresults.org) 


Identify your priorities in selecting your school


Use Family Connection to keep track of colleges you are considering applying to, research financial aid, etc.

Go to www.commonapp.org - practice filling out the application and write rough drafts of your essays

Go to www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov - do a practice FAFSFA form, and identify your family’s EFC


Visit schools!

Read, Read, Read!

List of Colleges that meet Full Need

	Adrian College (MI)

	Amherst College (MA)

	Barnard College (NY)

	Bates College (ME)

	Beloit College (WI)

	Boston College

	Bowdoin College (ME)

	Brown University

	Bryn Mawr College (PA)

	California Institute of Technology

	Carleton College (MN)

	Carroll College (WI)

	Chapman University (CA)

	Claremont-McKenna College (CA)

	Colby College (ME)

	Colgate University (NY)

	College of the Holy Cross (MA)

	Columbia University (NY)

	Connecticut College (CT)

	Cornell University (NY)

	Dartmouth College (NH)

	Davidson College (NC)

	Duke University (NC)

	Emory University (GA)

	Franklin and Marshall College (PA)

	Georgetown University (DC)

	Gettysburg College (PA)

	Grinnell College (IA)

	Hamilton College (NY)

	Harvard University (MA)

	Harvey Mudd College (CA)

	Haverford College (PA)

	Lafayette College (PA)

	Lake Forest College (IL)

	Macalester College (MN)

	Massachusetts Institute of Technology

	Middlebury College (VT)

	Mount Holyoke College (MA)

	Northwestern University (IL)

	Oberlin College (OH)

	Occidental College (CA)

	Pitzer College (CA)

	Pomona College (CA)

	Princeton University (NJ)

	Reed College (OR)

	Rice University (TX)

	Salem College (NC)

	Scripps College (CA)

	Smith College (MA)

	Stanford University (CA)

	St. Olaf University (MN)

	SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry

	Swarthmore College (PA)

	Thomas Aquinas College (CA)

	Trinity College (CT)

	Tufts University (MA)

	University of Chicago

	University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill

	University of Northern Colorado

	University of Notre Dame (IN)

	University of Pennsylvania

	University of Rochester (NY)

	University of Richmond (VA)

	University of the South-Sewanee (TN)

	University of Virginia

	Vanderbilt University 

	Vassar College (NY)

	Washington University in St. Louis

	Wellesley College (MA)

	Wesleyan University (CT)

	Williams College (MA)

	Yale University (CT)


Contact Information

	11th Grade Team Teachers:

Ms. Howard-Bender
American Literature Teacher

Phone: 860-695-9347

email: howak001@hartfordschools.org 
Mrs. Reznick

U.S. History Teacher

Phone: 860-695-9346

email: remil001@hartfordschools.org
Ms. Goetz

Latin Teacher – Latin II, III and Advanced Republic
Phone: 860-695-9345

email: goete001@hartfordschools.org
Mr. Lacy
Math Teacher – Algebra II, Geometry, Pre-Calculus
Phone: 860-695-9344

email: lacyj001@hartfordschools.org
Mr. Holloway

Physics Teacher

Phone: 860-695-9300

email: hollt001@hartfordschools.org
Ms. Sebastian
School Counselor

Phone: 860-695-9363
email: tolsm001@hartfordschools.org 

	


Study Skills

	Skill
	Techniques

	Note Taking

 
	· Re-write your notes from class (not just re-copy – summarize points in your own words) 

· Leave space in notes to add comments from the text 

· Swap notes 

· Take notes on discussion, not just copying the board 

· Review examples of good notes 

· Record only important information 

· Create note cards with main ideas 

· Take notes from class discussions 

· Tape record with permission 

· Focus on concepts vs. details

	Study Skills

 
	· A picture's worth 1000 words, make a mental image of concept 

· Get help if needed 

· Log your actual study time 

· Bring questions to class 

· Do homework problems 

· Choose effective environment for study 

· Prepare in advance for class: read ahead 

· Review notes at night 

· Write journal questions about concept topics 

· Avoid cramming the night before 

· Read, read, read 

· Summarize text in own words 

· Compare text to notes 

· Study in groups (Each person asks questions from their notes, while others' notes are closed.) 

· Chaining effect (Reread notes from beginning to end of unit before and after class.) 

· Make use of other resources and sources of information (tutoring, textbook, websites, parents)

	Time Management Skills

 
	· Write down when assignments are due according to rotating block schedule

· Prepare weekly work schedule and check off as things are completed
· Schedule "pal" studying 

· Set short and long term goals and link them 

· Go to bed before midnight 

· Maintain a time chart 

· Avoid distractions (TV, web surfing, bars, telephone, etc.) 

· Don't procrastinate 

· Prioritize (You may have to limit involvement in extra curricular activities.) 

· Spread out studying—don't cram. Study 1 hour/night for 5 nights instead of 5 hours on Sunday 

· Use "Dead Time" between classes to look at notes, etc.

	Learning vs. Studying 
	· Learn the concept (don't memorize, but try to understand) 

· Work on listening skills

	Responsibility

 
	· Contact peer in class if you are absent to find out work missed
· Schedule time with teacher to make up quizzes and tests

· Be proactive and see teachers with questions if you are having trouble understanding

· Go through exam with teacher if you are unhappy with the result: what did I do wrong (didn't learn, studied poorly, etc.)

	Communicating subject matter
	· Write short explanation of how a problem is solved 

· Write questions concerning subject matter 

· Be a good listener while others are talking 

· Share ideas 

· Come to informed decisions 

· Communicate effectively

	Test Taking and Preparation 
	· Organize all test materials 

· Review all material 

· Re-write notes 

· Read assignments

	Reading subject matter
	· Pre-read intended selection (look at titles, captions, pictures, key words, etc.) 

· Annotate as you read--sticky-notes or page in your notebook (connections, questions, important/ significant information, make mini-sketches of what you've read, etc.) 

· Use "Fix-Up Strategies" when you're having a hard time 

· Make a connection 

· Make a Prediction 

· Stop and Think about what you've read 

· Ask a Question 

· Reflect in Writing 

· Visualize 

· Use Print Conventions (key words, bold print, italicized words, capital letters, punctuation, paragraph breaks, etc.) 

· Retell What You've Read 

· Reread 

· Notice Patterns in Text Structure 

· Adjust Your Reading Rate (rate will change for each different "type" of reading you're doing)

	Math Discipline

 
	· DON'T use the answer guide 

· Make up your own problems (in addition to the examples given); make up problems for each other 

· Use correct notation in homework 


Adapted from http://bioweb.uwlax.edu/website/website_handout/website_handout.htm
Commonly Confused Words

A.K.A. – Words you are no longer allowed to misspell or misuse!

	Your

Use “your” when you are showing possession. Such as, “This is your book.”
	You’re
Use “you’re” in the place of “you are”. Such as, “You’re really funny.”

	Its
Use “its” when you are showing possession. Such as, “Its cover is purple.”
	It’s
Use “it’s” in the place of “it is.” Such as, “It’s hot in here.”

	Their

Use “their” when you are showing possession. Such as, “Their dog is barking.”
	They’re
Use “they’re” in the place of “they are.” Such as, “They’re going to drive her crazy.”
	There
Use “there” to indicate a place OR something abstract. Such as, “There is my sweater.”

	Affect

“Affect” is a verb. If you are unsure if you should use “affect” in your sentence, substitute it with another verb and see if the sentence makes sense. Such as, “The rain dance didn’t affect the weather.”
	Effect
“Effect” is a noun. If you are unsure if you should use “effect” in your sentence, substitute it with a verb and see if the sentence makes sense. If it does NOT, use “effect”. Such as, “The effects of global warming are being felt each day.”

	Weather

This “weather” refers to the temperature and conditions outside. Such as, “What’s the weather going to be today?”
	Whether
This “whether” indicates one of two options. Such as, “I didn’t know whether to have rice or noodles.”

	A lot

Always leave a space between “a” and “lot” if you are indicating how much of something. Remember, there is a lot of space in the universe. “Alot” is not a word. You wouldn’t write “alittle”, would you?
	Alot
“Alot” does not exist as a word in the English language. 

	Cannot

“Cannot” is written as one word.


Commonly Confused Words

A.K.A. – Words you are no longer allowed to misspell or misuse!

	To

Use “to” with infinitives of verbs or to indicate the place where someone is going or to indicate the indirect object of a verb. Such as, “Lydia likes to run,” or “I am going to the store,” or “Chuck gave a cookie to Darlene.”
	Too
Use “too” when you mean “also” or “in addition”. Such as, “Monique would like to go to the movies, too.”
	Two

Use “two” when you are indicating the quantity. Such as, “I have two more years of high school.”

	Then

Use “then” to indicate the time when something happened, usually after something else. “Then” is a transition word. Such as, “Then we went to the park.”
	Than
“Than” is used to compare two things. Such as, “Bernice is smarter than Carl.”

	Lose

“Lose” is the opposite of “win”. Pronounced “lūz”. Such as, “They couldn’t believe they were going to lose points for misusing this word.”
	Loose
“Loose” is the opposite of “tight”. Pronounced “lūs”. Such as, “Loose lips sink ships.”

	A part

A “part” is a noun that indicates a small portion of something. Usually “a part” is followed by “of”. Such as, “Carlos was proud to be a part of the show choir.”
	Apart
“Apart” is an adjective used to describe things that are at a distance from each other. Sometimes “apart” is followed by “from”. Such as, “Scarlett doesn’t like to be apart from her mom for a long time.”

	Independent

In math and science, an independent variable is the one that you change. It is plotted on the X-axis.
	Dependent
In math and science, a dependent variable is the one changed as a result of changing the independent variable. It is plotted on the Y-axis.

	Definitely

This is how you spell “definitely”. You must memorize this word.


If you misuse or misspell one of these words in your written work during your junior year, we will mark the word as “CCW” and you will lose points from your grade on that assignment.

Helpful Formulas

Expectations and Standards
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