Canterbury Tales Historical Essay
Period___ Name___________________________________
After reading “Prologue” from the Canterbury Tales and “The Wife of Bath” by Geoffrey Chaucer, you should have learned much about fourteenth century England. Write an essay explaining the importance of these documents in historical and literary terms. 
Guiding Questions:

· What specifically do these documents tell us about the time period? 
· Use one of the paradigms of Literary Criticism we have discussed (New Historicism, Marxist Criticism or Feminist Criticism) as a lens for discussing these sources. 
· How is Chaucer (satirically?) mocking/portraying society in the “Wife of Bath” and/or “Complaint to His Purse?” 
· Chaucer wrote during a specific period in the development of the English language.  How do the themes from Chaucer’s writing reflect the society of his time period?

· Why is Chaucer so important in the context of the history of the English language, and in the context of World History? 

	Format (10%)

· Double-spaced or skipped lines 

· Computer generated: <= 12 point, Arial, Comic Sans, or Times New Roman, margins <= 1.25”, no extra spaces between paragraphs 

· Heading including name, due date, period, title of paper 

· MLA Citation 

· Citations (3+) used are correctly cited

· Works Cited section

	Content (30%)

· >=3 relevant, connected quotations from literature, articles, class lectures, or additional sources (numbered (1)) 

· Length >= 2 pages 
· Developed, logical, clear, concise thesis  which is (underlined)

· Presence of introduction and conclusion paragraphs

· Original work

· Written in third person
· Grammatically correct

	Historicity (30%)
· 3+ historical facts or ideas discovered in text that elucidate the 14th century for the reader
· Facts are substantiated or contradicted by other historical sources

	Literary Theory (20%)

· Reference to a paradigm of literary criticism (New Historicist, Feminism, or Marxism)

	RTL CAPT Competencies (%)

                        Initial Understanding; Interpretation; Connection; Critical Stance
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