MODEL EXAMPLE PARAGRAPH 1

The Friar is a final example of the kind of corruption Chaucer was expounding upon from the ruling Church. A seemingly gentle man, the Friar is sadly obsessed with money and women, something a God-fearing man certainly would not be. Everywhere he went he begged and manipulated people for money. Chaucer writes of the Friar in his familiar ironic tone, “Therefore, instead of weeping and of prayer / Men should give silver to poor friars all bare” (Chaucer, “Prologue” 231-232). An easy forgiveness of sins came for a price with the Friar, and “wherever a profit might arise/ courteous he was an humble in men’s eyes” (Chaucer, “Prologue” 249-250). Friars were supposed to give up all worldly goods to follow God, but this Friar seems to think of money entirely too often. His opportunistic attitude and barefaced groveling is the antithesis of what a friar should have been. Chaucer’s self-mocking and sarcastic tone leads to the conclusion that he does not agree with the corruption of the Church, and he was most likely fighting for reform like many others of his time. 
