PRACTICE EXAMPLES

On the other hand, Geoffrey Chaucer’s writings, particularly the Wife of Bath directly disagree with these facts of information. Geoffrey Chaucer portrays women by using the Wife of Bath. In the “Prologue” he portrays her as a sleazy, money hungry, witty, middle age women. He implies that the Wife of Bath killed her first three husbands after marrying them because they were old, rich men. He also implied that if she did not kill them, then she knew that they would die off soon anyways. In lines 595-601 of the “Wife of Bath Prologue,” it says “‘To church my man was borne upon the morrow By neighbors, who for him made signs of sorrow; And Jenkins, our good clerk, was one of them. So help me God, when rang the requiem After the bier, I thought he had a pair Of legs and feet so clean-cut and so fair That all my heart I gave to him to hold.” This exemplifies her lack of moral fortitude because the text tells that the Wife of Bath is in fact flirting with her soon-to-be fifth husband at her fourth husband’s funeral.
Women had been portrayed as people who just wanted to get married so that they can have all the riches that their husbands had. The main character from the “Wife of Bath” had five husbands, there of whom were rich and old. It seems like she just married him for his riches to wait for them to die so that she could get all that they had. In “The Wife of Bath,” it says, “They’d given me their gold, and treasure more; I needed no longer diligence To win their love or show them reverence,” (Chaucer “Wife of Bath” 206-208). This quote is saying that they had given her everything and she did not have to do anything. She did not even show them respect. All she wanted was to make them work for sex and take their money because they had given her everything that she wanted.

