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1.      Perfect friendship is the friendship of men who are good, and alike in virtue; for these wish

2.      well alike to each other qua good, and they are good themselves. Now those who wish well to

3.      their friends for their sake are most truly friends; for they do this by reason of own nature

4.      and not incidentally; therefore their friendship lasts as  long as they are good-and goodness

5.      is an enduring thing. And each is good without qualification and to his friend, for the good

6.      are both good without qualification and useful to each other. So too they are pleasant; for

7.      the good are pleasant both without qualification and to each other, since to each his own

8.      activities and others like them are pleasurable, and the actions of the good are the same or

9.      like. And such a friendship is as might be expected permanent, since there meet in it all the

10. qualities that friends should have. For all friendship is for the sake of good or of pleasure

11. good or pleasure either in the abstract or such as will be enjoyed by him who has the 

12. friendly feeling-and is based on a certain resemblance; and to a friendship of good men all

13. the qualities we have named belong in virtue of the nature of the friends themselves; for in

14. the case of this kind of friendship the other qualities also are alike in both friends, and that

15. which is good without qualification is also without qualification pleasant, and these are the

16. most lovable qualities. Love and friendship therefore are found most and in their best form

17. between such men. 

18. But it is natural that such friendships should be infrequent; for such men are rare. Further,

19. such friendship requires time and familiarity; as the proverb says, men cannot know each

20. other till they have 'eaten salt together'; nor can they admit each other to friendship or be

21. friends till each has been found lovable and been trusted by each. Those who quickly show

22. the marks of friendship to each other wish to be friends, but are not friends unless they

23. both are lovable and know the fact; for a wish for friendship may arise quickly, but 

24. friendship does not.

4 



25. This kind of friendship, then, is perfect both in respect of duration and in all other

26. respects, and in it each gets from each in all respects the same as, or something like what,

27. he gives; which is what ought to happen between friends. Friendship for the sake of pleasure

28. bears a resemblance to this kind; for good people too are pleasant to each other. So too

29. does friendship for the sake of utility; for the good are also useful to each other. Among

30. men of these inferior sorts too, friendships are most permanent when the friends get the

31. same thing from each other (e.g. pleasure), and not only that but also from the same source,

32. as happens between readywitted people, not as happens between lover and beloved. For

33. these do not take pleasure in the same things, but the one in seeing the beloved and the

34. other in receiving attentions from his lover; and when the bloom of youth is passing the

35. friendship sometimes passes too (for the one finds no pleasure in the sight of the other, and

36. the other gets no attentions from the first); but many lovers on the other hand are

37. constant, if familiarity has led them to love each other's characters, these being alike. But

38. those who exchange not pleasure but utility in their amour are both less truly friends and

39. less constant. Those who are friends for the sake of utility part when the advantage is at an

40. end; for they were lovers not of each other but of profit.

41. For the sake of pleasure or utility, then, even bad men may be friends of each other, or good

42. men of bad, or one who is neither good nor bad may be a friend to any sort of person, but

43. for their own sake clearly only good men can be friends; for bad men do not delight in each

44. other unless some advantage come of the relation. 

45. The friendship of the good too and this alone is proof against slander; for it is not easy to

46. trust any one talk about a man who has long been tested by oneself; and it is among good men

47. that trust and the feeling that 'he would never wrong me' and all the other things that are

48. demanded in true friendship are found. In the other kinds of friendship, however, there is

49. nothing to prevent these evils arising. For men apply the name of friends even to those

50. whose motive is utility, in which sense states are said to be friendly (for the alliances of

51. states seem to aim at advantage), and to those who love each other for the sake of pleasure,

52. in which sense children are called friends. Therefore we too ought perhaps to call such

53. people friends, and say that there are several kinds of friendship-firstly and in the proper

54. sense that of good men qua good, and by analogy the other kinds; for it is in virtue of

55. something good and something akin to what is found in true friendship that they are friends,

56. since even the pleasant is good for the lovers of pleasure. But these two kinds of friendship

57. are not often united, nor do the same people become friends for the sake of utility and of

58. pleasure; for things that are only incidentally connected are not often coupled together. 

59. Friendship being divided into these kinds, bad men will be friends for the sake of pleasure or

60. of utility, being in this respect like each other, but good men will be friends for their own

61. sake, i.e. in virtue of their goodness. These, then, are friends without qualification; the

62. others are friends incidentally and through a resemblance to these. 
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